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THE INDEX TO THE ABORIGINAL, AFRICAN 
AND DUTCH NAMES OF THE PLANTS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 


With references to the PLANTARUM AFRICA ET EXTRATROPICE by 
W. J. Burchell, compiled in the years from 1810 till 1815. 


By Mrs. H. M. McKay. 


For permission to publish this Index, thanks are due to the Acting 
Director (J. S. L. Gilmour, Esq.) of the Royal Botanie Gardens, 
Kew, Surrey. 


Among William John Burchell’s MSS., preserved in the Library of 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, is a small book—71 x 4} ins.— 
consisting of 46 pages of which 12 are blank. 

Strips of paper, varying in size from 1 in. to š in. in depth, are pasted 
on the pages. These strips contain the information as presented in this 
present publication, in columns 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

In the original MSS. there is an average of 17 names to a page. 

In presenting this Index, I have kept strictly to Burchell's spelling. 
In column 5, I have inserted the localities from the information taken 
from his “ Catalogus Geographicus " to which he refers when he gives 
the numbers as in Column 4. To his localities I have added, within 
brackets, the names of the districts as we know them to-day. 

For the permission to reproduce (Plate 40) the sketch of Calodendron 
capense, thanks are due to Mrs. Edward Burchell, Port Elizabeth. The 
sketch was made from material from the tree at Constantia which Burchell 
mentions in his “ Travels," vol. I., p. 63, under the date 14th February, 
1811. The following are Burchell’s words :— 

** Close to the house stands a beautiful tree of Wilde Kastanje 
(Wild Chestnut), the trunk of which was fifteen inches in diameter, 
and thirty feet high below the branches. It well merits the generic 
name it has received (Calodendron, or “ Beautiful tree "), and the 
colonial name is equally applicable, as, in the appearance of both 
the flower and the fruit, it very much resembles a horse-chestnut ; 
but in foliage it is different. This is the largest, and perhaps the only 
tree within a great distance of Cape Town. Close to it I saw a small 
tree of Gardenia Rothmannia, bearing a profusion of large and very 
sweet-scented flowers. 'These were an elegant sample of two trees 
of the Cape Forests." * 


* A tree of Calodendron capense with a trunk about 3 feet in diameter still stands 
at Groot Constantia—possibly grown from a sucker of the tree Burchell saw. The 
Gardenia Rothmannia has disappeared, but I am informed that it was in existence 
about thirty years ago.— EDITOR. 
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